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Review of Historic 
Preserv~tion Projects 

Technical Pr9eervation Services l ~ . 
National Park Service. Washin~ton. r/.c. 

T~ese administrative guidelines 
are is_s.u.ed by the U.S. De-oa:zot
ment of the Interior to ensu.re 
that review of historia prese~
uation projeats are aarried out 
in aaaorda:nce with appropl"'.:ate 
regulations (J6 CFR 67). 

Number: _ ~1-0Z May 20, 1981 • • 

Subject: Structurally· Dateriorated Hi•toric Buildings:.Oocumentation Baquired 
iA !atabliahinl the Structu;al ~ditiOft of a Buildin& 

There ara occaaica.a vher• the proposed demolition or aucstantul alteration to 
• hiatoric fNildina 1• baaed, in lar1• part, ca. apparent or perceived •tructural 
deficicciea. ih• dcaolitica. or aubstmtial alteratica. of income-producing 
propertiaa, howver, •Y have important Federal tu: cca.sequencea aa-a result of 
section 2124 of the Tu: Reform Act of 1976 md the llcvenue J.ct of 1978. Property 
ova.era •Y wish to obtain approval for de1110litiocl or ■ubatmtial alteraticu from 
the Department of the Interior in order to posaibly avoid Federal tax.penalties 
or to protect certain favorable income tax treatments. 

For the Departmct of In~ior to .conaider such proposal•, it will be neceaaary 
for the property ewer o~ designated representative to provide document&ticn 
establi1hin1 the struct~al condition of th• historic reaource; thi• u uaually 
dca.a throu1h the services of a qualified structural engineer who i• futiliar 
with th• archaic building system and materials involved. 

Th• atructural examination, analysb and evaluaticn that 15 undertaken 1hould 
establish the extent of structural deterioration, the principal cau••• of material 
or system.a failure, the tecmical feasibility of repair an~ be aupplemented · 
with appropriate cost estimates. Depending upon the aize of the building, the 
complexity of the structural system, the extent of deterioration and other such 
related factors, the time and expense involved will vary accordingly. Foremost, 
the study should be objective and represent a full exploration of options for 
structurally reconstituting the building. 

The results of the study should be presented in a clear and d~cumented report, 
amply supplemented with appropriate photographs Jf any serious structural -
condition along with other useful illustrative material. In all cases, the 
followin1 information should be presented: 

1, A description and identification of the building's structural system and 
materials being examined. 

2. A general classification of the structural cocponents and materials as to 
the intactness, general load carrying capacity, deterioration, and damage. 
Photographic documentaticn is necessary, with photographs ~yed to appropriate 
plans or sketches of the building. To be included in thu general classifi
cation would be such components as (a) foundations and the influences of 
supporting soil; (b) vertical support systems such as columns, posts and 
bearing walls; and (c) horizontal support systems, including, for example, 
floor■ md roofs. 

3. Raferenca ahould also be made to the effect of external influences of 
site, geography and environment; examples being ground water, site drainage, 
exposure to high winds, seismic condition, and corrosive elements • 
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